passed away concerns the protection of the Iberian endemic Linderiella baetica Alonso & Garcia-deLomas, 2009 , demonstrating her personal commitment to the protection of this group of crustaceans (Garcia de Lomas et al., 2016) .
In more than four decades of activity, Graziella Mura described six anostracan species (Cottarelli & Mura, 1975 Cottarelli et al., 2007 Cottarelli et al., , 2010 , and produced pioneer works on anostracan taxonomy, ecology and faunistics. In particular, she increased our knowledge on the importance and significance of anostracan egg morphology (e.g. Mura et al., 1978; Mura, 1986; Mura, 1991 Mura, , 1992a Bruner et al., 2013) , investigated anostracan use in aquaculture (e.g. Mura, 1992b Mura, , 1995 Mura et al., 1997 , contributed to the knowledge of Palearctic anostracan biodiversity and taxonomy (e.g. Nagorskaya et al., 1998; Mura, 1999 Mura, , 2001 Brtek & Mura, 2000; Mura & Azari Takami, 2000; Mura & Nagorskaya, 2005; Mura et al., 2011) , with a special focus on the genus Artemia Leach, 1819 (e.g. Mura et al., 1989a Mura et al., , 1989b Mura, 1990; Mura & Brecciaroli, 2004; Mura et al., , 2006 Amat et al., 2007; Gajardo & Mura, 2011) , and produced innovative works on the molecular systematics and phylogeography of the group (e.g. Ketmaier et al., 2003 Ketmaier et al., , 2005 Ketmaier et al., , 2008 Ketmaier et al., , 2012 Zarattini et al., 2013) . Dormancy in Anostraca was one of the main topics of her research, and she contributed to understand the mechanisms allowing the hatching of diapause eggs by investigating the underlying genetic, epigenetic and environmental causes (e.g. Zarattini et al., 2002; Maffei et al., 2005) . She also compiled the first comprehensive monograph on the Italian anostracan fauna (Cottarelli & Mura, 1983) , which is still a standard reference in the westPalearctic. This resulted in her appointment as coordinator for the ''large branchiopod'' group (Branchiopoda: Anostraca, Notostraca, Spinicaudata) for the ''Checklist of the Italian fauna'' (Cottarelli et al., 1995) and ''CkMap'' (Mura, 2005) projects. She was among the members of the editorial board of Journal of Biological Research-Thessaloniki since the beginning of its publication and actively contributed to the journal management until the very end. A nonexhaustive list of relevant papers published by Graziella Mura is presented in Table S1 (available as Electronic Supplementary Material).
Acknowledging her important contributions in anostracan research, two chirocephalid species were named in her honour: Chirocephalus murae Brtek & Cottarelli, 2006 and Chirocephalus graziellae (Alonso & Naganawa, 2008) , the latter originally described as ''Galaziella murae'' (see discussion in Rogers, 2013) .
She assembled a rich reference collection during her career, which was generously donated along with her reprint collection to one of the guest editors of this special volume (FM). Both the specimens and the reprint collection are currently deposited in the University of Palermo (Italy) and are being reorganised and catalogued in order to make them publicly available.
April 1983. Professor Graziella Mura sampling in the temporary pond ''T19'' of the Castelporziano Presidential Estate (Rome, Italy), where Chirocephalus diaphanus and Chirocephalus kerkyrensis co-occur (see More than 90 authors from 25 countries and five continents offered 26 manuscripts for this special volume, of which 14 were selected for inclusion. It is worth stressing that the papers included in this special volume are authored by up to 22 co-authors (average: 6.3 authors/paper), often in the frame of international cooperation projects, thus demonstrating that the anostracan research community is harmonious and free from the jealousy and competition which often plague Academia. We think that this is the best way for research to progress, and we recognise the value of Graziella Mura's legacy to that end.
Finally, we wish to express our gratitude to the numerous colleagues around the world who submitted their works for this special issue. Moreover, we deeply appreciated the cooperation we received from the Hydrobiologia Editors Sidinei M. Thomaz and Koen Martens, as well as from the people working at Springer. The careful reviewing work carried out by more than 50 external referees, who promptly answered our invitations to review, prove the willingness of the whole scientific community to pay a tribute to the memory of the late Professor Graziella Mura.
